
JUNE 2017          

Commanders Message                                          

Well summer is here and it looks like it’s going to be a hot one.  May was full of events at the Post and June looks 

like it will be just as busy.  The Department Convention will be 16-18 June and it looks like we have about 10 folks 

going between AMVETS, Ladies Auxiliary, and Riders, so it should be both a learning and fun weekend.  Our 11
th

 

Annual Golf Scholarship Tournament was April 29
th

 and was our most successful ever as the Post raised $9,900 for 

scholarships. All the players appreciated our continuing to hold the tournament at Blackstone Golf Course and 

many all already looking forward to next year’s tournament. Jay Scanlan chaired the scholarship and tournament 

committee’s and his personal involvement was instrumental to their accomplishments. My personal thanks to the 

committee members and all the volunteers that assisted in making the tournament the success it was.  It truly was 

a joint effort.  We had our officer and trustee elections at the general membership meeting on 14 May.  My thanks 

for everyone’s support.  We have a lot of motivated officer’s and trustees so I’m sure the coming year will be a 

good one for the post.  So check the calendar in the newsletter and make some plans to get out and enjoy your 

Post. 

Yours In Service, Craig Sarrasin,  Commander 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Auxiliary President 

The Ladies Auxiliary held annual elections during our May meeting and we are pleased to announce our officers for 

the 2017-18 year: 

President – Suzi Scanlan  Treasurer- Linda Hoon  

1
st

 Vice – Mary Hafner  Chaplain- Karen Mofford   

2
nd

 Vice – Caryn Wilkinson   SEC Rep- Jerri Devoll 

3
rd

 Vice – Anita Mercer  Secretary- Duan Byrd 

We still have appointed positions open for Parliamentarian, Americanism, Scholarship, and Sargent at Arms.  If you 

are interested in learning more about these positions, reach out to any officer for more information. 

We’d like to see more participation from our Auxiliary members this year and will start planning our yearly 

activities soon. Our meetings are the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 in the shed and we’d love for you to join 

us. We do have a few holiday conflicts in 2017, which we will address in our meeting on June 6. My hope is that 

the shed won’t hold us this year! 

I’m looking forward to serving this year and welcome working with all members of Post 35! 

Warm regards,   

Suzi Scanlan 

 

 



Scholarship Chairman 

   I am sure everyone is aware our annual golf tournament was successful this year.  After 

attending the Senior Awards ceremonies for Crestview High School, Baker School, and Laurel Hill School 

I became aware of a few facts that I would like to share with our membership. 

      First off I have to give the Scholarship committee serious kudos.  For those who do not know how it 

works, the committee knows nothing about the author of the essays.  They make their decisions based 

solely on the merit of the essays submitted.  This year four of the five scholarship winners graduated 

summa cum laude from their respective schools.  Basically the committee chose four winners who 

graduated with a 4.25 GPA.  I do not own the superlatives to describe the attention to detail and 

dedication our members, who volunteered for the position, displayed in the selection of our winners.  

The Scholarship Committee’s last meeting was the most professional function I have seen in the last 

eight years at Post 35.  Eleven of the eighteen essays submitted arrived at the post within the last ten 

days, and every one of them was read and ranked prior to our final meeting.  Great job Anita Mercer, 

James Wilkerson, Chris Everman, Tim Cricher, and Craig Sarrison. 

Our at large winners this year: 

Hannah Mack, Crestview   Alex Hayden, Baker  Rebecca Welsh, Laurel Hill 

 

     Rebecca Welsh was the only scholarship winner who was not notified prior to the awards ceremony.  

As it turns out, I had spoken to her father on multiple occasions.  He was a first year hole sponsor, and 

had mentioned his twin daughters at Laurel Hill.  Rebecca had planned on attending college with her 

twin sister, Rachel, and their best friend.  Rebecca missed a scholarship that her sister received, and that 

was not going to be possible.  Not possible until she was awarded a $3,250.00 AMVET scholarship.  All 

three girls will now be attending college together.  

Our In House winners: 

Taylor Brunson, Crestview    Taylor Critcher, Crestview 



 

This year all the schools invited me to their Senior Awards ceremonies.  It really allowed me, personally, 

to relate all the time and work that went into the Golf Tournament and the scholarships to the ground 

truth.  Those young adults, and their parents, were extremely appreciative of the scholarships.  I cannot, 

and I am sure this holds true for all of our members, count the times I have been thanked for my service 

to our country.  I could not have done the things I did over my military career without my wife and 

family’s support.  They allowed me perform my duties to the best of my ability in large part to the 

support they received from our community.  To be in a position to pay back for some of that, is an 

experience I wish I could share with everyone who contributed to the Golf Tournament this year.  

Unfortunately that list is a lot shorter than it should be. 

     No veteran has done anything by themselves.  I know that there are times when “uncommon valor 

was a common virtue” and there are truly some unrecognized heroes walking among us every day.  I 

know more than my fair share who shrug it off as “doing their job” and never received a shiny metal, nor 

want one, but for the most part there is the soldier in the mud on your left and right, the guy who 

loaded the bombs or fixed the radios or guarded the base or whatever.  That is where the AMVETs 

camaraderie comes from.  Let’s not forget the teacher or coach who filled in for us when we were gone 

or the community that helped raise our children in our absence.  WE do owe them something, it’s our 

turn to help them support our young active duty service members, their families, and the community 

that took care of us.  As a group we have the potential to do so much, and not just annually at the golf 

tournament or Meals on Wheels.  It’s our responsibility, as AMVETS, to develop these ties in our 

community and develop our junior leaders.  They are America’s future.  Laziness is not an excuse.  Give 

one program hour for every six you spent in the Post.  You will feel better and our Post will play a key 

role in the community we live in.   

Jay Scanlan 

 


